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Balanced Security Spending

April 2009
Dear Members of Congress:

As women state legislators from across the country, we believe that security is our most impor-
tant priority; and that our federal budget is the most important tool we have in realizing a
vision of a safe and secure country. We write to you today to urge you to examine and readjust
how our federal government spends its security dollars. We are certain that fundamental
changes to our defense budget would improve our security, and make our country stronger.

Specifically, we believe that the Department of Defense and the nuclear weapons-related activi-
ties of the Department of Energy spend too much money on expensive, unnecessary and over-
budget weapons systems. We are still buying systems that were designed in the 1980s to fight
the Cold War. In his speech on February 24, 2009, President Obama pledged to
“reform our defense budget so that we're not paying for Cold War-era weapons
systems we don’t use.” We need your help in realizing reforms that will make our
country stronger in the reality of today's threats.

The President’s FY10 budget request outline does take steps in the right direction. Vital pro-
grams that improve the livelihood and security of our constituents are more adequately funded
than they have been in recent years; and the military budget does not grow as quickly.
However, we still spend an extraordinary amount on the Pentagon. The Administration’s
request for the Department of Defense and the nuclear weapons portion of the
Department of Energy is estimated to be $557 billion for FY10 — which accounts
for half of the entire federal discretionary budget.* That represents an annual increase
of $9 billion beyond inflation.

But the problem is not simply the amount of money; it is what we're buying. The threats of
today do not come from the Soviet Union; they come from terrorist cells and rogue states, as
well as our own internal vulnerabilities. We should be directing our security dollars toward
these pressure points. Currently, the budget outline spends seven times as much on
military force as on international affairs and homeland security combined.

It simply doesn’t make sense to pour additional billions into the Pentagon alone. Instead, we
should invest in the other prongs of a well-rounded defense program: offense (military
forces), defense (homeland security), and prevention (non-military international
engagement, including diplomacy, nonproliferation, foreign aid, peacekeeping,
and contributions to international organizations). We should spend a sufficient
amount on homeland security services such as rail and transit security, emergency prepared-
ness and public health. We should invest in efforts to remove or secure all vulnerable fissile
nuclear materials.

The good news is that this makes sense for our economic recovery as well. In the
current economic climate, when we are doing all we can to invest in programs that create jobs
and stimulate the economy, we should face the truth: we can do better by spending money on
public projects other than the military. A groundbreaking economic study from the University
of Massachusetts** found that investing federal funds in public projects (such as transporta-
tion and health care) yields more jobs and economic return than investing in the military.

We know that you, like us, want our communities to be safe and economically secure. We want
to provide that assurance in sustainable, measurable, and affordable ways. We ask you to work
with us to meet the needs of our citizens.

Sincerely,

Women State Legislators from across the country (see following pages)

*As you know, we continue to pay for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan through separate sup-

plemental appropriations.

**Alternative Public Spending: Effects on Job Creation, University of Massachusetts-Amherst,
Economics Department (October 2007)
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